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US$ 20,000 Donated to
Vishnevskaya-Rostropovich

Foundation from Japanese
Well-Wishers

On August 26 2000, Mr. Yasuhiko Sata, the President of Tokibo
Co., Ltd. gave a charity dinner party in honour of Maestro Mstislav
Rostropovich at Meiji Kinenkan. He is a member of the board of the
Vishnevskaya-Rostropovich Foundation, a volunteer organisation
formed in 1992 by the world-renowned cellist, Mstislav Rostropovich
and his wife, Galina Vishnevskaya, with the aim of improving the
health care of children in Russia. Gaining support from various parties
worldwide, including private companies and charitable organisations,
the foundation has been providing Russian paediatric hospitals and
their staff with medical equipment and training opportunities since its
creation.

Soon after being appointed as Board Director on May 1 2000, Mr.
Sata visited Russia for the first time, at the invitation of Maestro
Rostropovich. During his five-day stay, he accompanied Dr. Barker, who
is the Chief Physician of ICU, the Hospital for Sick Children in Toronto,
as well as presiding the World Congress of Paediatric Intensive Care.
With a group of other paediatric specialists, they inspected the
facilities to which the organisation has been offering support.
Although he had been calling for the contributions to the foundation
through Vitalité, the experiences of this trip made him realise the need
for further assistance. For this reason, he planned the dinner to
coincide with Maestro Rostropovich's visit to Japan.

The guests were given a hearty welcome, with the Maestro
warmly embracing them and shaking hands all round. On their tables
there awaited them three photographs, taken in a paediatric hospital
Mr. Sata visited in Russia and printed on the menu, along with a
specially-made place mat decorated with the Maestro's self-portrait
and a copy of Shostakovich's autographed music score. After all the
guests were seated, a shortened version of the NHK programme
entitled “"Testimony to the 21st century: Rostropovich™ was shown on
video.

Mr. Sata made the opening address, introducing His Excellency
the Russian Ambassador, Mr. Panov, his wife, Mrs. Panov, and Maestro
Mstislav Rostropovich. The Maestro announced toasts to the good
health and happiness of the guests and the Land of the Rising Sun:
Japan. Mr. Arakawa, the head chef of Meiji Kinenkan exercised his
ingenuity in the sumptuous Franco-Russian cuisine: an assortment of
appetisers lavishly garnished with caviar, followed by borscht,
Koulibiac de Saumon and so on, all served with vodka, naturally.

The Reverend Katsushi Toyama, Chief Priest of Meiji Jingu Shrine
and former Executive Director of Meiji Kinenkan, gave a speech in
which he reminded the guests that the Maestro had been awarded the
Praemium Imperiale in 1995, an awards ceremony which takes place
annually at Meiji Kinenkan. The next speech was made by Mr. Kazuo
Kobayashi, Executive Commentator of the NHK and the presenter of

From left:Mr.Kobayashi, Maestro, His Excellency Panov.

the above-mentioned video. In his speech he introduced his recent
book " Ichi Puudo no Shio" (*"One Pood of Salt"), in which he depicts
his various encounters with people in Russia, including Maestro
Rostropovich. He subsequently presented a copy of the book to each
guest.

A number of guest speeches then followed. Dr. Shigekoto
Kaihara, former Director of the National Okura Hospital; Ms. Toshiko
Yokosuka, General Secretary of Ex-Soviet Union Student Scholarship
Japan Fund, who has personally given her assistance to over 300
Russian orphans; Mr. Hisashi Ito, Director of the Japanese Branch of La
Confrerie des Chevaliers du Tastevin and Mr. Hideto Eguchi, President
of the Yamaha Music Foundation and an old friend of Maestro
Rostropovich's. Each speech finished with a toast with vodka. "It is my
brother Mr. Sata's idea to have speeches and toasts by turns. It is a
Russian custom.” Maestro commented.

The purpose of Maestro’s visit on this occasion was to play at the
concert for his best friend Mr. Seiji Ozawa's 65th birthday. Once he
started to talk about Mr. Ozawa, there was no stopping the Maestro.
He even revealed a previously unknown episode about this established
conductor's courtship with his wife, Mrs. Vera Ozawa. He finally won
her hand after a drinking bout with her father, who has Cossack blood.

Finally, as Founder of the Foundation, the Maestro expressed his
appreciation to Mr. Sata, admiring "'his eagerness to bear a burden to
support the Foundation™. In his response, Mr. Sata presented a framed
cheque for 1,995,400 yen, the total donation. This donation eventually
reached US$20,000 and was sent to the Foundation's headquarters in
Washington.

At the end of the party, one pood (=16.38kg) of salt was shared
amongst all the guests. As the Russian proverb goes: "If you want to
understand people, you ought to share one pood of salt with them.”
The guests cheerfully queued up, place mats in hand, to ask for the
Maestro's signature. The party closed with fond farewells far beyond
the arranged time.

Your contributions to the Vishnevskaya-Rostropovich Foundation will be
most welcomed and appreciated at any time.

Please transfer your contribution to:
Account. Number. 9112398 (Savings Account)
at Tokyo Eigyo-bu, Sakura Bank

Account Holder: Yasuhiko Sata, Japanese representative of
Vishnevskaya-Rostropovich Foundation
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